
Abstract. The synthesis of 19 derivatives of 2-phenyl-3,4-
dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one, as aza analogs of flavanones,
was carried out and these compounds were further screened
for their antiproliferative activity toward HL60 promyelocytic
leukemia cells. In comparison with flavanone the
replacement of C-ring ether oxygen atom with a nitrogen
atom potentiated activity by more than 100-fold. It was
suggested that the aromaticity of the B-ring contributes
greatly to the activity of 1-azaflavanones. 

Flavonoids, one of the prevalent components of the human
diet (1), are present in significant amounts in many
commonly consumed vegetables and fruits, especially in
citrus plants (2-4). Many clinical trials and meta-analyses
have suggested positive associations between flavonoid intake
and human health (5, 6). Differences in the chemical
structures of flavonoid subclasses, such as flavones,
flavanones, flavan-3-ols, and isoflavones, alter both their
biological efficacy and bioavailability (7, 8). Numerous
biological activities have been atributed to flavonoids,
including antiproliferative (9, 10), antioxidative (11), anti-
inflammatory (12, 13) and differentiation-inducing activities
(14, 15). Although considerable progress in the research for
new biologically active compounds has been achieved, the
study of bioactivity remains significant due to the continuous
demand for novel compounds.

Recently several aza-analogs have been synthesized and
screened for their biological properties. 2-Phenyl-2,3-
dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-ones (PDQOs), 1-aza analogs of
flavanones, attract considerable attention, not only as
antimitotic antitumor agents (16, 17), but also as building
blocks for creating further diversity in the synthesis of other

active compounds (18-20). Although many efforts have been
made to obtain new PDQOs/1-azaflavanones (21), little is
known about their biological activity.

In the course of our investigation on the relationship
between flavanone structures and their antiproliferative
activity, the role of the C-ring ether moiety drew our
attention. In order to determine how the ring ether moiety
contributes to the antiproliferative activity of flavanone, we
synthesized 19 PDQOs/1-azaflavanones and determined their
activities. 

Materials and Methods
General procedures. Chemicals and solvents from commercial
sources were used without further purification, unless specified.
Reactions were carried out under argon and monitored by thin-layer
chromatography on silica gel (mesh size 60, F254) with visualization
under UV light. Standard and flash column chromatography
employed silica gels (Merck 60, 230-400 mesh). Experimental
procedures were not optimized. Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectra were recorded on a 400-MHz JEOL ECP-400 spectrometer,
and chemical shifts values are expressed in ppm (δ) in relation to
the residual 1H signal of the solvents. Unless otherwise specified,
compounds were dissolved in 2HCCl3. Electrospray and
atmospheric pressure chemical ionization mass spectrometry were
performed on a Thermo Exactive instrument.

Synthesis of 1-azaflavanone.
General procedure for synthesis of PDQOs (Figure 1, 1-8, 11-19).
To a suspension of sodium amide (3.29 g, 84.3 mmol) in dry
tetrahydrofuran (THF) (120 ml) 2-aminoacetophenone (2.00 g, 14.8
mmol) and then benzaldehyde (1.88 g, 17.8 mmol) were added. The
reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 30 min and
then was poured into iced water. The mixture was neutralized with
dilute sulfuric acid and was then extracted with dichloromethane
and washed with aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate and water.
The solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the residue
was chromatographed over a silica gel [hexane/ethyl acetate (EA);
8:2] to obtain 2’-aminochalcone as a thick yellow oil. To a solution
of 2’-aminochalcone (2.6 g, 11.7 mmol) in 150 ml of ethanol, 10
ml of 50% sodium acetate in water were added, and the mixture was
heated to reflux under argon for 72 h. After being cooled to room
temperature, the mixture was diluted with water, and extracted with
dichloromethane (DCM). The organic phase was washed with
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saturated brine and dried over anhydrous MgSO4. The solvent was
removed under reduced pressure, and the residue was
chromatographed over a silica gel (hexane/EA; 9:1) to obtain the
desired products as a yellow solid.

Preparation of (3-methylbut-2-en-1-yl)oxy derivatives of 2-phenyl-
2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (9 and 10). To a solution of 5 (0.08
g, 0.344 mmol) in 20 ml acetone, K2CO3 (0.183 g, 1.00 mmol) and
1-bromo-3-methylbut-2-ene (0.075 g, 0.501 mmol), were added and
the reaction mixture was refluxed for 18 h. The organic solvent was
removed under reduced pressure and the residue was partitioned
between DCM and water. The organic phase was dried over
anhydrous MgSO4 and the solvent was removed under reduced
pressure. The residue was chromatographed over a silica gel
(hexane/EA; 5:5) to obtain the desired product as a yellow solid. 

Cell proliferation assay. HL60 cells were obtained from the RIKEN
Bioresource Center (Tsukuba, Japan), and were maintained in RPMI
1640 medium, supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum. The
level of cellular proliferation for HL60 cells grown in 96-well
microplates, was measured by using alamar blue (Life Technologies
Ltd., Japan, Tokyo). To each well 100 μl of HL60 cell suspension
(1.0×104 cells/100 μl) were inoculated and then 100 μl of medium
containing serial dilution of the samples were assayed. After 3 days
of incubation, 20 μl of alamar blue were aseptically added to each
well, and cells were incubated for approximately 20 h. Inhibition of
cellular proliferation (as a percentage that of untreated control) was
calculated with the following equation;

Inhibition of cellular proliferation (%)

where A570 and A595 are the absorbance at 570 nm and 595 nm,
respectively.

Cell cycle analysis. The cell cycle distribution was monitored by
flow cytometry. Cells were treated with samples at a concentration
of 0.40 μM for 24 h, and were then fixed with 70% ethanol, for at
least 2 h at –20˚C. Fixed cells were stained with a solution
containing 20 μg/ml propidium iodide, 200 μg/ml RNase A (Sigma-
Aldrich Japan, Tokyo), and 0.1% Triton X-100 for 20 min in the
dark. Cell cycle distribution was analyzed using BD FACSCalibur
flow cytometry (BD Japan, Tokyo).

Determination of the apoptotic DNA ladder. Fixed cells were
centrifuged, resuspended in 100 μl of DNA extraction buffer (0.2 M
Na2HPO4, 0.1 M citric acid and 0.5% Triton X-100, pH 7.8), and
were then incubated for 1 h at 37˚C. After centrifugation, the
supernatant was collected and incubated with 5 μl RNase A solution
(100 mg/ml) for 1 hour at 37˚C, followed by digestion with 5 ml
proteinase K solution (20 mg/ml) for 1 h at 37˚C. After
electrophoresis of the extracted DNA, the gels were stained and
photographed.

Results and Discussion

In this article, 19 PDQOs as 1-azaflavanone analogs which
had a modified B-ring moiety, were synthesized from the
cyclization of substituted 2’-aminochalcones, that were
prepared from Claisen-Schmidt condensations between 2-
aminoacetophenone and the substituted benzaldehydes (13).
A base-catalyzed cyclization of the 2’-aminochalcones via
conjugate addition of nitrogen nucleophiles to α,β-
unsaturated carbonyl compounds was noteworthy due to its
simplicity, low cost and efficiency. The antiproliferative
activity of PDQOs/1-azaflavanones was determined using
promyelocytic leukemic HL60 cells, based on alamar blue
assay (14). The results are summarized in Table II.

Among the compounds tested, 1 showed the most potent
activity [half maximal inhibitory concentration (IC50)=0.40
μM], followed by the 2’-methyl derivative (IC50=0.50 μM for
2) of PDQO/1-azaflavanone. In comparison with flavanone, the
replacement of the C-ring ether oxygen atom of flavanone with
a nitrogen atom increased its activity by more than 100-fold.

The importance of the C-ring NH group existing as a free
form was supported by the findings that more potent activity
was found in the 2’-methyl derivative (2), rather than the 2’-
hydroxyl derivative (IC50=4.8 μM, 5), whose hydroxyl group
can act both as an acceptor and as a donor of hydrogen
bonding with the C-ring NH group. 

The antiproliferative activity was significantly reduced
when an alkyl group was attached at the 4’ position (IC50=5.4
μM for 3 and >400 μM for 4) of PDQOs/1-azaflavanones. In
addition, alkylation of 4’-hydroxyl derivative (IC50=1.8 μM
for 6) remarkably lowered the activity (IC50>400 μM for 8
and 63 μM for 10). Thus we speculated that the size of the B-
ring moiety plays an important role in antiproliferative activity
and that the binding pocket for this portion of the PDQO/1-
azaflavanone molecule is quite small. However, replacement
of the 4’ hydrogen atom of 1 with a fluorine atom (13)
significantly reduced its activity, although these derivatives
have a similar size B-ring moiety. Similarly, the activity of the
4’-methyl derivative (IC50=5.4 μM for 3) was diminished by
replacement with a trifluoromethyl group (IC50=>400 μM for
14). Furthermore, the introduction of any functionality on the
B-ring of the 1-azaflavanone analog, such as methyl, hydroxyl,
alkoxyl and halogen, resulted in reduction of activity,
demonstrating the importance of the aromaticity of the B-ring
moiety. The decrease in antiproliferative activity seems to be
correlated with reduction of B-ring aromaticity of PDQOs/1-
azaflavanones caused by attachement of electron-donating
and/or –withdrawing groups.

Bioisosteric replacement of the phenyl B-ring in
PDQOs/1-azaflavanones with various heteroaromatic rings
also led to decreased activity. Specifically, activity of 15 and
17, both of which have a pyridyl group instead of phenyl
group as the B-ring moiety, was completely diminished.
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Compound 19 (IC50=5.1 μM), possessing a thiophenyl group
as the B-ring moiety, exhibited more potent activity than did
18, with a furanyl group (IC50=280 μM). It should be noted
that the aromaticity of thiophene ring is higher than that of
the furan ring due to the lower electronegativity of the sulfur
atom than that of oxygen atom. While these results suggested

that the aromaticity of the B-ring may be involved in
interactions with biomolecules, further studies are necessary
before robust conclusions can be drawn.

In order to determine whether the antiproliferative activity
of 1 was associated with apoptosis and/or cell cycle arrest, we
conducted flow cytometric analysis of propidium iodide-stained
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Figure 1. Structure of 1-azaflavanones (see Table I for names of compounds).
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Table I. Analytical data of synthesized compounds.

Compound (Nos.) 2-Phenyl-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (1)
Weight (yield) 1.00 g (38.5%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C15H13NO, 223.0994; found 223.0995
1H-NMR 7.92 (dd, J=8.2, 1.8 Hz, 1H), 7.85 (m, 2H), 7.68 (m, 4H), 6.81 (dt, J=8.8, 1.4 Hz, 1H), 6.74 (dd, J=8.8, 1.4 Hz, 1H), 4.60 (dd,

J=14.22, 4.26 Hz, 1H), 2.89 (dd, J=16.89, 14.22 Hz, 1H), 2.77 (dd, J=16.89, 4.26 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(2-Methylphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (2)
Weight (yield) 0.239 g (13.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C16H16NO, 238.1232; found 238.1235
1H-NMR 7.89 (dd, J=7.68, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.68 (dd, J=8.8, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.35 (m, 5H), 6.8 (dt, J=7.7, 0.72 Hz, 1H), 6.72 (d, J=8.4 Hz,

1H), 5.05 (dd, J=13.2, 4.4 Hz, 1H), 2.85 (dd, J=16.48, 13.2 Hz, 1H), 2.77 (dd, J=16.48, 4.4, 1H), 2.36 (s, 3H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-Methylphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (3)
Weight (yield) 0.339 g (23.6%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C16H16NO, 238.1232; found 238.1233
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=7.68, 1.1 Hz, 1H), 7.3 (m, 5H), 6.8 (dt, J=7.7, 0.72 Hz, 1H ), 6.7 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 4.7 (dd, J=13.9, 3.7 Hz, 1H),

2.90 (dd, J=16.12, 13.92 Hz, 1H), 2.77 (dd, J=16.12, 3.64 Hz, 1H), 2.36(s, 3H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-tert-Butylphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (4)
Weight (yield) 0.350 g (20.3%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C19H22NO, 280.1701; found 280.1704
1H-NMR 8.04 (dd, J=7.68, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.34 (dd, J=7.72, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.31 (dt, J=6.96, 1.84 1H), 7.14 (m, 5H), 6.63 (dt, J=6.69, 1.08

Hz, 1H), 4.99 (dd, J=15.68, 4.25 Hz, 1H), 2.73 (dd, J=15.68, 12.97 Hz, 1H), 2.67 (dd, J=15.68, 4.25 Hz, 1H), 1.28 (s, 9H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(2-Hydroxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (5)
Weight (yield) 0.240 g (32.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C15H14NO2, 240.1025; found 240.1025
1H-NMR 8.04 (dd, J=7.68, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.34 (dd, J=7.72, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.31 (dt, J=6.96, 1.84 1H), 7.14 (m, 5H), 6.63 (dt, J=6.69,

1.08 Hz, 1H), 4.99 (m, 1H), 2.73 (m, 2H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-Hydroxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (6)
Weight (yield) 0.214 g (65.3%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd
1H-NMR 7.71 (dd, J=8.04, 1.08 Hz, 1H), 7.34 (m, 3H), 6.7 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 2H), 6.7 (d, J=8.76 Hz, 2H), 6.70 (dt, J=8.08, 1.1 Hz, 1H),

4.68 (dd, J=13.2, 4.0 Hz, 1H), 2.82 (dd, J=16.12, 13.20 Hz, 1H), 2.62 (dd, J=16.12, 4.0 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(2-Methoxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (7)
Weight (yield) 0.470 g (58.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.49 (dd, J=7.7, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (m, 2H), 7.00 (dt, J=8.0, 1.1 Hz, 1H), 6.92 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H),

6.76 (t, J=7.7 Hz, 1H), 6.72 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 5.18 (dd, J=11.7, 4.4 Hz, 1H), 3.85 (s, 3H), 2.90 (dd, J=16.1, 4.4 Hz, 1H),
2.75 (dd, J=16.1, 11.4, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-Methoxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (8)
Weight (yield) 0.08 g (19.9%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C16H16NO, 254.1181; found 254.1185
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.0, 1.4 Hz, 1H), 7.38 (d, J=4.7 Hz, 2H), 7.33 (dt, J=1.48, 7.4 Hz, 1H), 6.93 (d, J=4.7 Hz, 2H), 6.78 (t, J=7.4 Hz,

1H), 5.70 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 4.70 (dd, J=13.9, 3.7 Hz, 1H), 3.82 (s, 3H), 2.90 (dd, J=16.1, 13.9 Hz, 1H), 2.75 (dd, J=16.1,
3.7 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(2-(3-methylbut-2-enyloxy)phenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (9)
Weight (yield) 0.0697 g (67.9%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C20H21NO2, 307.1571; found 307.1572
1H-NMR 7.86 (dd, J=8.08, 1.84 Hz, 1H), 7.47 (dd, J=1.48, 7.72 Hz, 1H), 7.25-7.29 (m, 3H), 6.97 (dt, J=0.7, 7.32 Hz, 1H), 6.90 (d,

J=8.44 Hz, 1H), 6.76 (dt, J=0.7, 7.32 Hz, 1H), 6.68 (d, J=8.44 Hz, 1H), 5.45 (m, 1H), 5.19 (dd, J=4.4, 11.7 Hz, 1H), 4.55
(d, J=6.6 Hz, 2H), 2.81-2.95 (m, 2H), 1.78 (s, 3H), 1.73 (s, 3H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-(3-methylbut-2-enyloxy)phenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (10)
Weight (yield) 0.0688 g (67.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd

Table I. continued
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Table I. continued

1H-NMR 7.86 (dd, J=8.08, 1.84 Hz, 1H), 7.36 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 2H), 7.33 (dt, J=1.1, 8.04 Hz, 1H), 6.92 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 2H), 6.78 (dt, J=1.1,
7.5 Hz, 1H), 6.68 (d, J=8.44 Hz, 1H), 5.49 (m, 1H), 4.69 (dd, J=3.64, 13.92 Hz, 1H), 4.51 (d, J=6.6 Hz, 2H), 2.87 (dd,
J=13.92, 16.48 Hz, 1H), 2.73 (dd, J=3.67, 16.08 Hz, 1H), 1.80 (s, 3H), 1.75 (s, 3H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(3,4-Dimethoxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (11)
Weight (yield) 0.301 g (58.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.33 (dt, J=7.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.0 (dd, J=8.0, 2.2 Hz, 2H ), 6.87 (d, J=8.0 Hz, 1H), 6.8 (t, J=7.3

Hz, 1H), 4.71 (dd, J=13.9, 3.7 Hz, 1H), 3.89 (s, 6H), 2.88 (m, 1H), 2.77 (dd, J=16.5, 3.7 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(3,4,5-Trimethoxyphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (12)
Weight (yield) 0.591 g (43.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C18H20NO4, 314.1392; found 314.1396
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.37 (dt, J=7.0, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 6.8 (t, J=7.7, 1H ), 6.7 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 6.6 (s, 2H), 4.7 (dd,

J=13.5, 3.7 Hz, 1H), 3.85 (s, 9H), 2.90 (t, J=16.5 1H), 2.77 (dd, J=16.5, 3.6, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-Fluorophenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (13)
Weight (yield) 0.312 g, yield; 24.5%
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C15H13FNO, 242.0981; found 242.0982
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.08, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.45 (m, 2H), 7.36 (dt, J=7.32, 1.80 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (m, 2H), 6.82 (dt, J=7.32, 1.08 Hz, 1H),

6.72 (d, J=7.72 Hz, 1H), 4.76 (dd, J=13.6, 4.04 Hz, 1H), 2.88 (dd, J=16.48, 13.6 Hz, 1H), 4.47 (br. s, 1H), 2.78 (dd, J=16.48,
4.04 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(4-Trifluoromethylphenyl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (14)
Weight (yield) 0.610 g (10.6%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C16H13F3NO, 292.0949; found 292.0951
1H-NMR 7.88 (dd, J=8.08, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.67 (d, J=8.44 Hz, 2H), 7.60 (d, J=8.40 Hz, 2H), 7.38 (dt, J=7.32, 1.84 Hz, 1H), 6.84 (dt,

J=7.32, 1.08 Hz, 1H), 6.74 (dd, J=8.76 Hz, 1H), 4.86 (dd, J=12.8, 4.76 Hz, 1H), 4.50 (br. s, 1H), 2.90 (dd, J=16.1, 12.8 Hz,
1H), 2.82 (dd, J=16.1, 4.76 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(Pyridin-2-yl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (15)
Weight (yield) 0.122 g (27.4%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C14H13N2O, 225.1028; found 225.1031
1H-NMR 8.63 (d, J=4.04 Hz, 1H), 7.84 (dd, J=8.08, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.75 (dt, J=7.68, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.38 (m, 3H), 6.79 (m, 2H), 5.80 (br.

s, 1H), 4.92 (dd, J=12.44, 4.40 Hz, 1H), 3.06 (dd, J=16.12, 4.4 Hz, 1H), 2.98 (dd, J=16.12, 12.48 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(Pyridin-3-yl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (16)
Weight (yield) 0.137 g (14.7%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd
1H-NMR 8.73 (d, J=2.2 Hz, 1H), 8.62 (dd, J=5.08, 1.84 Hz, 1H), 7.88 (m, 2H), 7.39 (m, 2H), 6.84 (dd, J=6.0, 2.0 Hz, 1H), 6.74 (dd,

J=8.1 Hz, 1H), 4.81 (dd, J=13.2, 4.0 Hz, 1H), 4.61 (br. s, 1H), 2.87 (dd, J=16.12, 12.84 Hz, 1H), 2.83 (dd, J=16.12, 4.04 Hz,
1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(Pyridin-4-yl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (17)
Weight (yield) 0.0802 g (10.2%)
HRMS (M + H)+ nd
1H-NMR 8.63 (d, J=6.24 Hz, 2H), 7.85 (dd, J=6.24, 1.44 Hz, 1H), 7.39 (m, 3H), 6.82 (dt, J=8.08, 1.1 Hz, 1H), 6.76 (d, J=8.08 Hz, 1H),

4.79 (m, 1H), 4.56 (br. s, 1H), 2.83 (m, 2H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(Furan-2-yl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (18)
Weight (yield) 0.189 g (16.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C13H12NO2, 214.0869; found 214.0870
1H-NMR 7.86 (dd, J=8.08, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.38 (dd, J=1.8, 0.72 Hz, 1H), 7.34 (dt, J=6.96, 1.44 Hz, 1H), 6.79 (dt, J=7.72, 0.76 Hz,

1H), 6.70 (d, J=8.44 Hz, 1H), 6.33 (dd, J=3.28, 1.84 Hz, 1H), 6.26 (d, J=3.28 Hz, 1H), 4.84 (dd, J=9.52, 5.16 Hz, 1H), 4.81
(br. s, 1H), 3.04 (dd, J=16.48, 9.88 Hz, 1H), 2.97 (dd, J=16.12, 5.12 Hz, 1H)

Compound (Nos.) 2-(Thiophen-2-yl)-2,3-dihydroquinolin-4(1H)-one (19)
Weight (yield) 0.345 g (23.0%)
HRMS (M + H)+ calcd for C13H12NOS, 230.0640; found 230.0640
1H-NMR 7.87 (dd, J=7.68, 1.48 Hz, 1H), 7.36 (dt, J=8.76, 1.80 Hz, 1H), 7.28 (dd, J=5.12, 1.08 Hz, 1H), 7.07 (d, J=2.96 Hz, 1H),

6.99 (dd, J=4.76, 3.32 Hz, 1H), 6.81 (m, 1H), 6.72 (d, J=8.40 Hz, 1H), 5.06 (dd, J=11.0, 5.48 Hz, 1H), 2.99 (dd, J=16.48,
13.2 Hz, 1H), 2.98 (dd, J=16.12, 3.28 Hz, 1H)

nd; Not determined.



nuclei. As shown in Figure 2, the cell cycle histogram
demonstrates that 1 at 0.40 μM (i.e. its IC50) increased the S, as
well as sub-G1 fraction, showing that the antiproliferative
activity of 1 resulted, in part, from cell cycle arrest at the S
phase and in part from apoptosis induction. To further elucidate
the induction of apoptosis, a DNA ladder analysis was carried
out (Figure 3). After 24 h, 1 at 0.40 μM caused apoptosis DNA
ladders in HL60 cells. Interestingly, flavanone had almost no
effect on the cell cycle distribution and no effect on DNA
ladder analysis, at the same concentration as its IC50 (45 μM). 

In summary, the data presented here demonstrate that the
enhancement of activity, by replacing the C-ring ether oxygen
atom of flavanone with a nitrogen atom, resulted partly from
cell cycle arrest at the S phase and from apoptosis induction.
A close correlation between the antiproliferative activity and
B-ring aromaticity of 1-azaflavanones is also suggested.
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Figure 3. A degradation of chromosomal DNA into small fragments was
detected by DNA ladders on agarose gels (lane d). Lane a: blank
control (0.4% DMSO); b: positive control (1 μg/ml of actinomycin D);
c: flavanone at 45 μM; d: 1 at 0.40 μM.


