
Preface

This special issue of Anticancer Research records the invited lectures, oral presentations and posters at the International
Conference on "Global mRNA and Protein Analysis", held at Dublin City University, Ireland, on 7th/8th September, 2006,
to mark the opening of a new building to house the National Institute for Cellular Biotechnology. The proceedings
summarise the current exciting phase of both basic and translational cancer research and how global techniques, such as
expression microarrays and advanced proteomic technologies, together with functional genomics, are being applied to
discover diagnostic and prognostic markers and new potential therapeutic targets for different types of cancer. 

Many of the presentations, from scientists, clinicians and industry representatives, also demonstrate the increasing trend
towards finding individualised therapies, where predictive methods for detecting expression of individual proteins/groups of
proteins, or mRNAs, would be used to choose therapies targeting aberrantly expressed gene products. There are also
interesting contributions on discovering mechanisms of multiple drug resistance in cancer and how it might be overcome,
and in dissecting aspects of cancer which contribute to pathogenesis such as invasion, metastasis and angiogenesis. There
is reason to be optimistic that the application of these exciting new approaches will lead, at least in the medium term, to
much improved treatments and survival rates for cancer patients.

Dr. Lorraine O’Driscoll
Dr. Robert O’Connor

Prof. Martin Clynes

National Institute for Cellular Biotechnology
Dublin City University

Dublin
Ireland
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